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Black History Month has passed; the pushback of white supremacy through cri�cal

educa�on resumes its daily, hourly, minute-to-minute work. 

In A Case for Whiteness History Month (/ar�cles/the-case-for-a-whiteness-history-
month), I make a short case for the introduc�on of Whiteness History Month, a month
dedicated to kyriarchy: the overlapping and interconnected oppressions around gender,
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sexuality, race, class, and physical ability that are made invisible by violent
norma�vi�es. Inherent to this case for this history month is a case for cri�cal
pedagogy. 

Cri�cal pedagogy (h�p://www.perfectfit.org/CT/index2.html) is a kind of instruc�on
that challenges dominant structures (such as whiteness) through dialogue and
ul�mately seeks to create a social and poli�cal consciousness that empowers
individuals and communi�es to name and iden�fy oppressions. Brazilian educator Paulo
Freire (h�p://tx.cpusa.org/school/classics/freire.htm) named this “cri�cal consciousness
(h�p://abahlali.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Paulo-Freire-Educa�on-for-Cri�cal-
Consciousness-Con�nuum-Impacts-2005.pdf),” and the process of consciousness-
raising was called “conscien�za�on.”

In his book Educa�on, Power, and Personal Biography, Argen�nian sociologist and
educator Carlos Alberto Torres challenged mythologies of liberal educa�on and its
“no�on that educa�on is a neutral ac�vity, and that educa�on is an apoli�cal ac�vity.”
It is impossible for American educa�on to be neutral and/or apoli�cal when lesson
plans of all educa�onal levels are sites of historical revisionism. One of my favorite
quotes is an Ewe-Mina (peoples from Benin, Ghana and Togo) proverb: “, the tale of the
hunt will always glorify the hunter.” Un�l indigenous communi�es can tell the story of
America’s “discovery” by European explorers, un�l the African diaspora can write the
history of the trans-Atlan�c slave trade, un�l marginalized communi�es are the
storytellers of their experiences, history will be rendered par�ally complete but wholly
privilege the knowledges and perspec�ves of colonizers.

In this context, diversity agendas are hindrances rather than stepping stones to jus�ce
and equity. Diversity might be the inclusion of a lesson about Chinese-American
contribu�ons to American infrastructure within a lesson about westward expansion. It
might also be learning about tradi�onal Na�ve American garments during November
lessons about the observa�on of Thanksgiving at Plymouth colony. In both cases,
diversity signifies the inclusion of communi�es on the margins in ways that do not
decenter dominance, but actually insulate it. 

The inclusion of marginalized iden��es and experiences without decentering dominant
narra�ves is an understanding of diversity that leaves oppressive structures intact, and
in fact, insulates them from cri�cism. Diversity is very frequently the linchpin of liberal
racism (h�ps://modelviewculture.com/pieces/how-to-uphold-white-supremacy-by-
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focusing-on-diversity-and-inclusion) in educa�on, and inclusivity becomes func�onally
useless if we do not also exclude via decentering violent norma�vi�es posi�oned as
normal:

"Through a white-wri�ng of history (and history textbooks) that erases and
minimizes all of the revolts that were necessary for change, liberals are able to
demand that protesters remain totally peaceful, pacifist, and nonviolent (by
which they mean non-destruc�ve of property) in the face of dehumaniza�on,
degrada�on, and absolute repressive violence (the actual destruc�on of
human life). White liberals and their sympathizers take ideas and quotes from
Mar�n Luther King out of context and use them to shame disrup�ve
protesters as rioters and looters, dismiss more militant ac�vists as spiteful and
vengeful, blaming them all for their own condi�ons.”

Many professors are taking the ini�a�ve to subvert the norma�ve values imposed by
certain curriculum and educa�onal requirements, and I’d like to highlight two wonderful
women I know: Dr. Terri Coleman (h�p://www.wnyc.org/story/in-new-orleans-from-
raising-hell-to-raising-kids/) a first year composi�on professor at Dillard University in
New Orleans, and , a sociology professor at Merri� College in Oakland. Terri draws on
black feminist, womanist, and postcolonial theorists like Victor Villanueva, Beverly
Daniel Tatum, Gloria Anzaldúa, Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Edward Said, and Julius Lester. As an
cri�cal race sociologist and symbolic interac�onism, Charity’s work also centers black
womanhood and similarly draws on the black feminist scholarship of Dorothy Roberts,
Kimberlé Crenshaw, Alice Walker and Audre Lorde, as well as Joe Fegin, Eduardo Bonilla
Silva, Stuart Hall, and others.

Terri refers to her teaching as “unteaching” because she wants “[her] students
to unlearn the ideas they’ve internalized about language” and the idea “that there’s
‘good’ English and ‘bad’ English…If you believe there’s ‘good’ English and ‘bad’ English,
then you’re going to think that using ‘bad’ English is a sign of cogni�ve deficiency. If
your iden�ty aligns with ‘good’ English, that’ll make you an en�tled jerk. But if your
iden�ty aligns with ‘bad’ English, that sets you up to believe you’re inferior, you’re
stupid, that you are inherently unworthy and unable.”

As a sociologist, Charity prefaces her teaching by “deconstruc�ng dominant narra�ves”

https://modelviewculture.com/pieces/how-to-uphold-white-supremacy-by-focusing-on-diversity-and-inclusion
http://www.wnyc.org/story/in-new-orleans-from-raising-hell-to-raising-kids/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/in-new-orleans-from-raising-hell-to-raising-kids/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/in-new-orleans-from-raising-hell-to-raising-kids/


because “many students are not aware of how inten�onally structures of domina�on
work.” She tries to link classroom teaches to students’ real life experiences by ensuring
that all groups in her class are represented in the concepts taught. 

“If I have Black, Indigenous, Asian and pacific islander, queer, women,
immigrant, parents, etc. as students, I try to make sure that I make
connec�ons to them with the examples, with the authors we read, with the
work they are assigned.  And this is not only for the inclusion of these
students but it is also to provide an understanding to other students.  This
inclusion encourages students to share, and that sharing can create a very
powerful learning environment where students are listening to and learning
from each other.”

Dr. Charity Clay

Diversity is an�the�cal to cri�cal educa�on, to any poli�cs that ul�mately seek to
dismantle oppressive systems. The real problem with diversity in Terri’s eyes is that
“because it is based on difference, [it] almost always includes whiteness,” which isn’t
useful for anybody. 

Because we are constantly taught that our lives, understandings, and experiences are
invalid: 

“people of color…need to see our own worlds centered; we need to be able to
assume our validity. White people need prac�ce recognizing and accep�ng the
validity or tradi�ons that have nothing to do with them; they need to prac�ce
inhabi�ng marginal spaces. Diversity doesn’t allow that, because it makes
different groups (including whites) share the center.”

Dr. Terri Coleman

Charity’s understanding of diversity in educa�on is a “surface diversity,” i.e. “the
presence of different ‘looking’ people, without a sincere acknowledgement of different
ideologies or perspec�ves.” 



She ul�mately seeks to ins�ll her students with the understanding that their
“experiences and reali�es are important."

Not seeing themselves represented in the textbooks they read o�en
discourages them in school. 

Dr. Charity Clay 

There is demonstrable evidence that students perform be�er when their curriculum is
representa�ve (h�p://www.clutchmagonline.com/2013/01/new-study-black-students-
who-are-taught-racial-pride-do-be�er-in-school/) and ins�lls within them a sense of
pride in their iden��es. Otherwise schools become yet another site in which students
of color are repeatedly taught and begin to internalize their own degrada�on.

Diversity alone is not enough to redress centuries of hegemonic understandings and
socializa�on via educa�on. We need campaigns like Dismantling the Master’s House
(h�p://www.dtmh.ucl.ac.uk/), Rhodes Must Fall in Britain
(h�ps://www.theguardian.com/commen�sfree/2016/jan/19/rhodes-fall-oxford-
university-inclusivity-black-students), and Fees Must Fall (h�p://mg.co.za/ar�cle/2016-
01-20-fees-are-just-the-start-of-change) and Open Stellenbosch
(h�p://www.dailymaverick.co.za/ar�cle/2015-04-28-op-ed-open-stellenbosch-
tackling-language-and-exclusion-at-stellenbosch-university/#.VtQ9qxiL1BQ)’s Luister
(h�p://www.dailymaverick.co.za/ar�cle/2015-09-01-stellenbosch-luister-could-lead-
to-change/#.VtQ9BxiL1BQ) in South Africa, among other movements and ini�a�ves
around the world. We must support students and faculty members at ins�tu�ons like
San Francisco State University where the College of Ethnic Studies is facing huge
funding cuts (h�p://www.sfgate.com/educa�on/ar�cle/SFSU-s-iconic-Ethnic-Studies-
school-threatened-6852705.php), at least in part because most American ins�tu�ons
devalue whiteness de-centered cultural programming. We’ve got to fight for the non-
violence educa�on and knowledge we deserve.  

If you'd like to support this writer and help HARLOT MAGAZINE con�nue paying
marginalized writers for their work, you can buy a "DECOLONIZE EDUCATION"
(h�ps://teespring.com/decolonize-educa�on) t-shirt inspired by this ar�cle.
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(h�ps://www.patreon.com/harlotmedia?ty=h)

Related Topics:  white supremacy (/tags/white%20supremacy)

whiteness (/tags/whiteness)  cri�cal pedagogy (/tags/cri�cal%20pedagogy)

charity clay (/tags/charity%20clay)  terri coleman (/tags/terri%20coleman)

kyriarchy (/tags/kyriarchy)

Zoé Samudzi (/authors/zoesamudzi)

Zoe is a womanist INvested in black communi�es and con�nually DIves�ng from the
violence of respectability poli�cs and all things pertaining to structural whiteness.

https://www.patreon.com/harlotmedia?ty=h
https://www.patreon.com/harlotmedia?ty=h
https://harlot.media/tags/white%20supremacy
https://harlot.media/tags/whiteness
https://harlot.media/tags/critical%20pedagogy
https://harlot.media/tags/charity%20clay
https://harlot.media/tags/terri%20coleman
https://harlot.media/tags/kyriarchy
https://harlot.media/authors/zoesamudzi
https://harlot.media/authors/zoesamudzi


Featured

(/ar�cles/2962/harlot-
media-gumroad-

Harlot Media Gumroad Store Up! Three New Zines Available!
(/ar�cles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-
available)
by Rani Baker (/authors/ranibaker)

https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/authors/ranibaker


store-up-three-new-
zines-available)

(/ar�cles/1058/we-
need-a-decolonized-
not-a-diverse-
educa�on)

We Need A Decolonized, Not A "Diverse", Educa�on
(/ar�cles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-educa�on)
by Zoé Samudzi (/authors/zoesamudzi)

(/ar�cles/1513/ellen-
pages-gay-
imperialism-is-not-
ac�vism)

Ellen Page's Gay Imperialism is Not Ac�vism (/ar�cles/1513/ellen-
pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-ac�vism)
by Tovah Leibowitz (/authors/tovah)

(/ar�cles/1548/yoga-
in-the-west-a-
colonial-machina�on-
of-appropria�on)

Yoga in the West: A Colonial Machina�on of Appropria�on
(/ar�cles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machina�on-of-
appropria�on)
by Lace Dagger (/authors/Lace)

Advertisements

https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/articles/2962/harlot-media-gumroad-store-up-three-new-zines-available
https://harlot.media/articles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-education
https://harlot.media/articles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-education
https://harlot.media/articles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-education
https://harlot.media/articles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-education
https://harlot.media/articles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-education
https://harlot.media/articles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-education
https://harlot.media/articles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-education
https://harlot.media/articles/1058/we-need-a-decolonized-not-a-diverse-education
https://harlot.media/authors/zoesamudzi
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/articles/1513/ellen-pages-gay-imperialism-is-not-activism
https://harlot.media/authors/tovah
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/articles/1548/yoga-in-the-west-a-colonial-machination-of-appropriation
https://harlot.media/authors/Lace


 (h�p://wri�ngalchemy.net/podcast-2/)

(h�p://wri�ngalchemy.net/podcast-

2/)

 (h�p://hypa�aso�ware.org/)

(h�p://hypa�aso�ware.org/)

(h�ps://www.etsy.com/shop/MisandryDesigns)

Misandry Designs

(h�ps://www.etsy.com/shop/MisandryDesigns)

 

 (/adver�se-with-us)

This Could Be You!

(/adver�se-with-

us)

http://writingalchemy.net/podcast-2/
http://writingalchemy.net/podcast-2/
http://writingalchemy.net/podcast-2/
http://writingalchemy.net/podcast-2/
http://hypatiasoftware.org/
http://hypatiasoftware.org/
http://hypatiasoftware.org/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MisandryDesigns
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MisandryDesigns
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MisandryDesigns
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MisandryDesigns
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MisandryDesigns
https://harlot.media/advertise-with-us
https://harlot.media/advertise-with-us
https://harlot.media/advertise-with-us
https://harlot.media/advertise-with-us
https://harlot.media/advertise-with-us


(h�p://www.peckandcallgirls.com/)

Peck & Call Girls,

Digital Courtesans

(h�p://www.peckandcallgirls.com/)

 

(h�ps://www.etsy.com/shop/HerMadeCo)

HerMade

(h�ps://www.etsy.com/shop/HerM

(h�ps://teespring.com/stores/harlotmedia)

Wear Your Poli�cs

on Your Chest

(h�ps://teespring.com/stores/harlotmedia)

Contributors

(/authors/lyricseal)

Lyric Seal aka Neve Be
(/authors/lyricseal)

Staff Writer

(/authors/Tara)

Tara Marie (/authors/Tara)
 

http://www.peckandcallgirls.com/
http://www.peckandcallgirls.com/
http://www.peckandcallgirls.com/
http://www.peckandcallgirls.com/
http://www.peckandcallgirls.com/
http://www.peckandcallgirls.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/HerMadeCo
https://www.etsy.com/shop/HerMadeCo
https://www.etsy.com/shop/HerMadeCo
https://www.etsy.com/shop/HerMadeCo
https://www.etsy.com/shop/HerMadeCo
https://teespring.com/stores/harlotmedia
https://teespring.com/stores/harlotmedia
https://teespring.com/stores/harlotmedia
https://teespring.com/stores/harlotmedia
https://teespring.com/stores/harlotmedia
https://teespring.com/stores/harlotmedia
https://harlot.media/authors/lyricseal
https://harlot.media/authors/lyricseal
https://harlot.media/authors/lyricseal
https://harlot.media/authors/lyricseal
https://harlot.media/authors/lyricseal
https://harlot.media/authors/Tara
https://harlot.media/authors/Tara
https://harlot.media/authors/Tara
https://harlot.media/authors/Tara
https://harlot.media/authors/Tara


Harlot Loves
Get Bullish: Aggressive Lady-Advice! (h�p://getbullish.com/)

(/authors/ma�hewbright)

Ma�hew Bright
(/authors/ma�hewbright)

Writer

(/authors/jessgoodwin)

Jess Goodwin (/authors/jessgoodwin)
Writer

http://getbullish.com/
http://getbullish.com/
https://harlot.media/authors/matthewbright
https://harlot.media/authors/matthewbright
https://harlot.media/authors/matthewbright
https://harlot.media/authors/matthewbright
https://harlot.media/authors/matthewbright
https://harlot.media/authors/jessgoodwin
https://harlot.media/authors/jessgoodwin
https://harlot.media/authors/jessgoodwin
https://harlot.media/authors/jessgoodwin
https://harlot.media/authors/jessgoodwin


Harlot Magazine champions the fearless and salacious. We think intersec�onality should be a
riot. We are dedicated to eleva�ng marginalized voices and popping every bubble we find.
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